NATIVE SHRUBS ARE CRITICAL COMPONENTS OF HABITAT

FOR A KALEIDOSCOPE OF SONGBIRDS AND UPLAND GAMEBIRDS IN GRASSLANDS,
FARMLANDS AND RURAL LANDSCAPES IN THE GREAT PLAINS.
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“When one tugs at a single thing in Nature, he finds it attached to the rest of the world.”
~ John Muir




“Hope is the thing with feathers
That perches in the soul
And sings the tune without the words

And never stops at all.”
~ Emily Dickinson
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Incredible “Little Brown Birds”

Thirty-five species of American sparrows are our most unimposing and secretive songbirds. But once one gets to know them, they add greatly to
our enjoyment of the natural world around us. Their songs are beautiful, but for many displays of their breeding plumage and songs are brief during
their spring stay. Many species have distinctive head patterns. Most are migratory; a third nest in the central Great Plains. Others winter in this area
or pass through fall and spring. American sparrows are insect and seed-eating birds and most depend on habitats with a mixture of grasses, shrubs
and weedy patches. These New World passerine birds share the family Emberizidea with similar buntings, juncos, towhees and longspurs.

Birds of a Different Feather - Although American sparrows are delightful and desirable in every way from a human perspective, they—
unfortunately—share the name “sparrow” with the introduced “House Sparrow.” Our native birds are not closely related to House Sparrows. Like
European Starlings, House Sparrows are ecologically destructive because they displace native birds from their cavity nesting sites, and they are
introduced often a nuisance around farmsteads.
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