
10 Prairie Wings SPRING / SUMMER 2014

he greatest people we have known do not lead and
aspire for personal rewards.  They think in terms of what
they can do and how they can help others.  In Andy
Andersen’s case, his devotion has included conservation,
instilling outdoor enjoyment and the profession of
journalism. He also has a natural propensity of bringing
people together in friendship.  His leadership exemplifies
a quotation attributed to Walt Whitman: 

“When I give, I give myself.”

A general overview of Andy’s impressive
contributions to a broad spectrum of interests to the
Nebraska Game and Parks Foundation and the agency
were included in text of a Distinguished Fellow Award
presented to Andy in July, a few days before his 90th

birthday.  The list is just the tip of the iceberg of Andy’s
contributions and leadership for conservation alone.  He
served on the Midwest Advisory Committee for the
National Park Service many years ago, contributed
generously to Ducks Unlimited, National Audubon and
Audubon Nebraska, the Nebraska Land Trust, and The
Nature Conservancy, which relied on his guidance for
establishment of a state chapter in Nebraska.  

With a three-year challenge gift and fundraising
outreach he also made it possible for Audubon of
Kansas to emerge from a largely unfunded startup to an
effective conservation force.  With AOK’s acceptance of
the gift of 5,000 acres from the estate of Harold and
Lucille Hutton that became the Hutton Niobrara Ranch
Wildlife Sanctuary in 2002, AOK has relied on the sage

T advice of Andy (and fellow Nebraska leader Charles
Wright of Lincoln) to make the property an outstanding
demonstration of stewardship.

We have been honored to have Andy Andersen on
the Audubon of Kansas Board of Trustees.  Our board
consists of individuals who have excelled in their
professions and personal lives.  Andersen Hall, which
houses the College of Journalism and Mass
Communications at UNL, is named after Harold and
Marian Andersen.  The inspirational leadership of this
couple is without parallel in Nebraska. Harold Andersen
has spent his life in an unrelenting quest to see a free
press established globally and has affected political and
governmental decision-making worldwide.  He was the
first American to serve as president of the International
Federation of Newspaper Publishers. 

As a way of being more closely involved in
activities with their teenage son, David, Andy followed
the advice of a friend and began with an extended canoe
trip on the Dismal River.  Hunting became a joint
passion and continues.  I have been honored to host
Andy, David and other friends for nearly-annual Spring
Turkey hunting in Kansas, and join them on other
occasions at Andersen’s farm devoted to conservation
and hunting and fishing in Missouri.  For many of our
nation’s first generations of conservationists, hunting
has been a springboard for conservation.  And as we
have previously highlighted in PRAIRIE WINGS,
conservation and camaraderie are complementary
companions. 

—Ron Klataske

Andy Andersen (right) and
Ron Klataske at Andy's Triple
Creek Farm and Lodge in
Missouri, April 2013
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Think where man’s glory
most begins and ends,
and say my glory was 

I had such friends.

—W. B. Yeats, 

The smiles of Tom Beachler, Andy Andersen and David
Andersen reflect a delightful day afield. Kansas Spring
Turkey season 2013.

The view from
inside the hunting
blind.  May we all
be blessed with
Andy's spirt when
we are 89.


