
Ryan with landowners interested in wildlife management 
and conservation in Namibia.
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southern Africa, during a year of
doctoral dissertation research on
wildlife management and partnerships
for collaborative conservation on private
land. We visited ranches and farms, and
he accompanied me as I interviewed a
variety of stakeholders including
landowners, farm workers, resettlement
farmers, and organizations such as the
Cheetah Conservation Fund. In many
ways, this research reflects the passion
we share for both conservation and the
lives of rural people. Our travels in
Namibia also form part of a larger
journey, one in which we will continue
to combine our efforts and work
together toward common goals. I look
forward to this future.  

Ryan Klataske is a doctoral candidate in Anthropology with a specialization in Environmental Science and Policy at
Michigan State University. He currently teaches an online course on cultural anthropology at Kansas State University, where
he completed his bachelor’s degree in Anthropology and Spanish. 

LARRY SAVES THE PRAIRIE
The Story of Larry Haverfield, 

A True Wildlife Hero

Prairie dogs Annabelle and Angus are lucky enough to
have a rancher who wants to save them. Rancher Larry
has to tell people how important prairie dogs are to a
healthy shortgrass prairie ecosystem. Not everyone
agrees and it’s up to Larry to find a way to protect the
prairie dogs and other wildlife on his ranch.
This children’s book celebrates the bravery of doing the

right thing for our prairie wildlife.  It’s a true story
perfect for sharing with a child the importance of
wildlife conservation.
The story was written by author Matt Bergles, Ph.D.
(www.mattbergles.com) with illustrations provided by
Kansan Rob Peters.  With special contributions from
supporters, AOK has obtained copies to send to public
libraries and for other educational and outreach
purposes. The book is also available through
www.amazon.com, www.barnesandnoble.com and
some independent bookstores.


